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Washington, DC

A SILVER ANNIVERSARY! Saturday, 22 April marks the 25th anniversary of Earth Day.
As we celebrate this historic milestone it is a good time to look back at some of what's been
accomplished to protect America's natural resources and our quality of life.
Since the fIrst Earth Day in 1970 Congress has passed many major pieces of legislation
to improve the environment. These have resulted in:

* Public health drinking water standards for bacteria, lead, benzene and cancer-causing
contaminants;
* Prohibitions against dumping raw sewage into rivers, lakes and streams;

* bans against dumping toxic waste

in local landfIlls;

* bans on dangerous pesticides;

* bans on lead in gas and paint that protect children from permanent brain damage;
* automobile fuel-economy standards, which reduce air pollution;

* safeguards against toxic air emissions from the chemical industry
Because ()f initiatives such as these which help to maintain the integrity of the ecosystems
that sustain all life -- plant, animal, and human -- the world in which we live is truly a better
place.
We certainly have much to celebrate. Consider these facts. Since 1975, airborne levels
of lead -- a poison that can cause IQ loss in children -- have dropped by 96 percent. Between
1982 and 1992 the number of Americans living in countries that failed federal air quality
standards declined by half from 100 million to 54 million. Violations are also less severe. Acid
rain is declining. Also, rather than receding from overcutting and urbanization forests are
now increasing in developed nations.

What this shows is that we are making progress in

protecting our planet.
There is, however, also much that remains to be done, and that is reflected in this year's
slogan "The Time Has Come!" It is a signal to everyone around the world that environmental
tasks are far from over and people everywhere must work hard to do all they can to keep our
planet healthy and to renew our individual commitment to the environment.
On this very special occasion let's all take the Earth Pledge, a promise to further
strengthen our individual commitment to protecting the world in which we live. Let's show that
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we will continue to care and that we will continue to protect America's landscapes, parks and
wilderness -- its clean air and water -- and in doing so protect for all future generations their
natural resource legacy. Let us continue to lead as we have this past quarter century. In tum
others will follow our example, and on Earth Day's 50th Anniversary we will truly have reached
a golden milestone.
#
A NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE.

#

#

On Tuesday, 25 April, millions of Americans in

thousands of urban and rural areas across the country will devote their time and talent in service
to their communities.

'This will be the beginning of the first annual "A National Day of

Service." On this day, Americans of all ages will work together in community projects that
will include immunizing infants, tutoring school age children, restoring'parks, feeding and
sheltering the homeless, and rehabilitating housing and community centers.
"A National Day of Service" is part of "National Volunteer Week" (April 23-29), and
is a joint initiative of three national service organizations -- the Corporation for National Service,
"'~

Youth Service America, and The Points of Light Foundation. The day is being integrated with
the annual "National Youth Service Day," and orcbestrated in conjunction with thousands of
national and local partnerships that include religious and charitable organizations, corporations
and small businesses, non-profit groups and foundations, and state and local governments.
Plans for "A National Day of Service" evolved from the three major service
organizations' commitment to seek a unifying vehicle which would both recognize and expand
the number of Americans engaged in service as a means of addressing the nation's critical needs.
To everyone who joins in this effort thank you for taking the time to help make a
difference.

It is this spirit of caring and generosity which makes for strong and close-knit

communities and enriches all of our lives.
#

#

#

VISITORS. Diana Rincon, of Alice; Pete Martinez, of Beeville; Karina Edith Chapa, Raul
Chavez, Maria Cardenas. and Nelly Cantu, all of Hidalgo; Liza Marie Contreras, of Mathis;
Ryan Starck, of McAllen; Claro Delgado, of Pharr; Sister Angela Murdaugh, and Alex, Charlie,
Ramona and Sandra Vela, all of Weslaco.
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